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The GRO Betterment Committee has
received a proposal for:

“the release of a portion of the
Greater Rockwell Betterment Fund to
be used for promoting the Rockwell
Crossing business district and for
events surrounding the closing of the
Rockwell Brown Line station. These
funds are to be used for the better-
ment of our community during the
impending Brown Line crisis.”

Come to the GRO meeting on Tuesday,
February 7, at 7:30 p.m. to hear the pro-
posal and vote on spending approxi-
mately 4% of the Betterment Fund to
help promote our business community.

Wonday, January 23
Wonday, February 27

GRO N/GHTS of the GRILL

Dine with your neighbors
af Rockwiell's Grill
7:30 P,
Rockwell& Eastiood

FHP Techtonics, the construction company renovating the Western to Kim-
ball Brown Line, has scheduled with the CTA to close Rockwell Station for a
period of six months beginning February 20, 2006.

Go to www.ctabrownline.com for the 90-day construction schedule.

Sign up for GROnews emails at www.greaterrockwell.org to receive up-

dates. When GRO knows—you’ll know.

Bells ®r¢. Were Ringing

On December 13, 2005, GRO
received a report from a neighbor
living at Rockwell Crossing. He
couldn’t sleep because the signal
bells on the new crossing warning
systemn were ringing with EVERY
train ALL NIGHT LONG!

GRO contacted the CTA,
whose response was that turning
the bells off at night “was incon-
sistent with the minimum stan-
dard practice for crossing warning
systems.” The CTA cited several
publications containing the rele-
vant state and federal guidelines.

However, our examination of
the guidelines turned up no re-

quirement that the bells had to be on
24 hours a day in a residential zone.

On Monday, December 19, GRO
sent a letter to U.S. Congressman
Rahm Emanuel, copying our local
newspapers. Both the Chicago Trib-
une and the Sun Times expressed
interest in the story, and by 4 p.m.
the CTA reversed its decision and
had the bells turned off that night.

CTA’s decision is “pending fur-
ther investigation,” so they may re-
view all relevant guidelines, but we
have been assured by the CTA that
nighttime bells will not be turned on
again without prior consultation with
the community.
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A Season of Giving: It Really Added Up

Rockwell Crossing merchants and residents of GRO teamed up to make the
Christmas season a brighter one for some needy Chicago residents. From De-

cember 3 through December 25, GRO residents made donations of food, cloth-
ing, toiletries, and toys at participating merchants to benefit local charities, and
the drive was a great success.

Bloom Yoga collected over 20 bags of clothing for the White Elephant.
The Old Saints Church on Wilson was thrilled with the gloves and toilet-
ries collected by Scents & Sensibility and Beans and Bagels to distribute at

their Tuesday night soup kitchen.

Many children received the gift of a toy through donations made to

Devrim Cleaners.

The 244 pounds of food collected by Ruff Haus Pets for the Greater Chi-
cago Food Depository provided 183 meals.

Lake Claremont Press collected 5 boxes of books for donation to an after-
school tutoring program and an interim housing shelter for single mothers.
The Common Food Pantry was so pleased with the 20 bags of food col-
lected by Rockwell’s Grill that owners Kathy and Bryan Crelly are consid-
ering holding further drives throughout the year.

Participating merchants enjoyed the opportunity to meet neighborhood resi-
dents and work together to benefit those less fortunate. A big thank you to the

residents for their generous donations and to the merchants for starting what is
likely to become an annual tradition.

TRACY BARTHOLOMEW

A Tuition-Based
Preschool at Waters?

Waters Elementary School is
hoping to open a tuition-based pre-
school program this fall if there is
sufficient interest among neighbor-
hood parents. They will need at least
18 applicants by Feb. 15 in order to
open in September 2006.

The program will be full time on
weekdays from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.,
Monday through Friday, at a cost of
$200 per week for kids three and up.
It will be run by the Chicago Public
Schools.

There will be an informational
meeting in early February. You can
find out more at the Web site of a
neighborhood parents’ group—
www.WatersToday.org.

ABBEY BOTKIN

This month’s editor is June Huitt

NEW AND RENEWING MEMBERS: IF YOU HAVE PAID YOUR DUES BUT HAVE NOT RECEIVED
YOUR MEMBERSHIP CARD, CALL BEA TERSCH AT 561-0794.

GROnews is published by the Greater
Rockwell Organization (GRO), a com-
munity group dedicated to making our
neighborhood a safe and pleasant
place in which to live. Tenants, home-
owners, landlords, and business own-
ers are welcome to join us in improving
our community.
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Recycling Pickup
Still a Bargain

Our neighborhood is one of the
few to have an easy alternative to
blue-bag recycling—the Resource
Center recycling service. The Re-
source Center is a nonprofit organi-
zation that guarantees that 99% of
the items they take are actually recy-
cled.

Each week the Resource Center
truck picks up separated cans, bot-
tles, and paper from your alley or
curb. The cost this year is $84 ($1.62
per week). This increase of $12 over
last year is only one dollar a month,
or 25 cents a week, an amount most
of us spend frivolously.

The increase is due to several
factors: (1) Insurance premiums in
all areas have increased dramatically,
(2) the price of diesel fuel has in-
creased at the same pace as natural
gas, and (3) City of Chicago licens-
ing fees have also risen.

You can sign up for the pickup
service by contacting the Resource
Center at 821-1351.

If you prefer, you can use the Re-
source Center’s free drop-off site at
beautiful North Park Village, 5801
N. Pulaski, a nice place to visit.

Mike McNamee, Director for
Recyclables Collection, has another
recommendation. In the Beverly—
Morgan Park area, a pilot program is
in place that is working very well.

In that 4 x 10 square block area,
the city has distributed blue recy-
cling carts used only for recyclables.
The city picks up the recyclables on
a different day from regular refuse;
95% of what is collected can then be
sold. The city’s current blue bag pro-
gram necessitates paying to have the
garbage sorted and paying to dump
some of it in landfills.

Contact Alderman Schulter’s of-
fice (348-8400) if you would like to
have this program implemented in
our neighborhood.

SARA SPITZ AND BEA TERSCH

Januwary/February Calendor

January

23 Monday, 7:30 p.m. GRO Night at the Grill. Rockwell's

Grill, Rockwell & Eastwood

24 Tuesday, 7 p.m. 19th District CAPS Beat Meeting. Kin-
dred Hospital, Rockwell & Montrose, top floor meeting room
29 Sunday. Lunar New Year. The Year of the Dog begins.

February

6 Monday, 7 p.m. Horner Park Advisory Council. Homer Park Fieldhouse,

Montrose & California

7 7:30 p.m. GRO Monthly Meeting. Luther Memorial Church, Campbell &

Wilson

14 Tuesday, 6 p.m. Gross Park Advisory Council. Gross Park Fieldhouse,

Lawrence & Washtenaw

Valentine's Day. Don't be stingy with those valentines.
20 Presidents Day. Honor the giants of our national past.
27 Monday, 7:30 p.m. GRO Night at the Grill. Rockwell's Grill, Rockwell &

Eastwood

28 Tuesday. No CAPS meeting in February
Mardi Gras. Send a kind thought to New Orleans.

COMING IN MARCH—THE ANNUAL GRO POTLUCK

HarvesTime Doubles Its Size

If it seems like it happened
overnight, it pretty much did. On
December 13, after HarvesTime’s
normal closing at 9 p.m., crews
worked through the night stocking
the new addition and reconfiguring
the older section.

When they opened half an hour
early the next morning, regular
customers of the store at Lawrence
& Talman must have felt like
Dorothy did when she landed in Oz,

The new space provides a great
showcase for the store’s stellar
produce section and new meat and
deli counter. The expansion doubled
the square footage of the store,
permitting larger aisles and room for
the more than four hundred new
items that have been added.

HarvesTime (as well as
Edgewater Produce on Clark) is
owned and operated by Chris Dallas
and his brothers. Chris and his wife
Gail lived in the GRO neighborhood
when they took over the previously

Korean grocery store 11 years ago.

HarvesTime is evolving along
with the neighborhood. It has
maintained its charm by continuing
to offer its ethnic specialties, custom
meat and deli service and incredible
produce. At the same time, who
could object to the addition of
prepackaged meats, frozen pizza, pet
food and more selections of cheeses,
ice cream, cereal, and cleaning
products?

Plans include more organic
choices, a wider selection of breads
and more prepared foods in the deli.
Of course they are open to
suggestions so if you don’t see what
you want, be sure to let them know.

With the expansion and the
continued response to what
customers want, you may find fewer
reasons to go anywhere else for
groceries. As Dorothy learned, your
heart’s desire just might be in your
own back yard.

PATTI HUETTEMAN




