Welcome to New Friends of GRO
Vivian Lie
OK Hee Joo
Tony & Marta Kartsonas
New Business Members
Carol’s Hair Care
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ANNUAL HELPING HANDS CAMPAIGN
Lincoln Square Holiday
Festival Weekend
Friday, Nov. 30: 6 p.m. - 10 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 1: 10 a.m. - 7 p.m.
Sunday, Dec. 2: 11 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Fair Trade – Seeds of Change
Marketplace
When: December 1, 10 a.m - 4 p.m
Where: Berry United Methodist
Church , 4754 N. Leavitt St.
Fair Trade means a fair price on
goods for farmers and artisans,
quality products, and care for the
environment through many certified
organic products.This holiday
season, you can help support
Chicago Fair Trade by attending
and shopping at the 5th SemiAnnual Seeds of Change Marketplace presented by charter
member, Berry United
Methodist Church
www.berryumc.org

WATERS SCHOOL UPDATE
Pre-Ks are Filling Up for Next Year at Waters…FAST! With both All-Day Tuition-Based and the 21/2 hr Pre-K for All Programs
running at Waters, the school is being visited by many parents with children in the appropriate age group. The Thursday,
Nov. 15th Waters School Tour was completely full. After the tour, the Tuition-Based Pre-K filled its final spot for 2008-09. The
waiting list for the Pre-K for All Program has been growing since the beginning of the school year. If you are interested in
either one of these programs, please come in and complete an application, as openings do become available throughout
the year.
Waters Full Day Kindergarten
The Board of Chicago Public Schools provides FREE HALF-DAY KINDERGARTEN in all magnet-cluster and neighborhood
schools. Many schools can offer full day kindergarten by using discretionary funds to pay for the rest of the day, which is
what Waters has been doing for the last … well, forever. Discretionary funds are based on the number of students enrolled
in a school, and more directly, how many of those students qualify as Free Lunch students. With the changing socioeconomic population at Waters, those funds are decreasing every year. As it stands now, Waters will not have the discretionary
funds to offer kindergarten full day next year, in 2008-2009. This has been the case at Blaine School for the past two years,
and will be happening at Alcott next year. Two meetings have been held with parents from Waters Pre-K whose children
will be entering Kindergarten next year,and some parents there have just sent out a survey for more formal, anonymous
opinions as to how to handle the program next year. A majority of the parents so far want full day, and are willing to make
the necessary donation for it. As it stands right now, they are looking at $1500-$1600 per kindergarten spot. They are planning to use corporate matching funds, extra parental donations and grants to help cover any families who need help. This
is not a school administrative decision. It is one that can only be accomplished through parental decision, as a group.
Waters can have full-day kindergarten if parents want to pay for it.
Waters Gets a FaceLift
A budget agreement was reached to help Waters School between Alderman Gene Schulter and the Board of Chicago Public Schools. Before school starts in the fall of 2008 many should see a new sight on that block! Some of this includes a new
first floor hallway (already there,) new energy–efficient lights throughout the school (already there,) and a completely new
campus green outside surrounding the building. We can’t WAIT!!
Terri Tatting Versace
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DUTCH TREAT IN LINCOLN SQUARE
Yes, we know, this restaurant was reviewed in the
November newsletter. It must be good if so many people want to write about it.
Close your eyes and imagine tucking into huge Dutch
pancake the size of your plate, cradling mugs of steaming coffee as traffic whizzes by outside the plate glass
window. Now open your eyes and plan your next trip to
Amsterdam via Pannenkoeken Cafe, Lincoln Square’s
latest gem in its expanding culinary crown. Warning the restaurant is tiny. Only seven tables make up the
dining room, ensuring that owner Linda Ellis maintains
quality control when creating her addicting pannenkoeken. More crepe than pancake, these traditional
Dutch beauties are topped with apples and cinnamon,
bacon and Havarti cheese or banana and chocolate
(Current Eats’ favorite variety – the chocolate was not
too sweet for a breakfast offering, and the crushed hazelnuts added a subtle crunch). The menu also features your standard buttermilk pancakes, french toast
and egg dishes.
Though tiny, the space is warm and inviting. With cool
Euro tunes playing in the background and funky light
fixtures hanging from the ceiling, one can imagine being in one of the many pannenkoeken cafes found in
Holland. Back to the limited seating – we arrived Saturday morning fifteen minutes after opening and snagged
the last table. There was a line out the door when we
left at 9:00am. Get there early or plan for a wait.

GRO-GALTER DISCOUNT DISCONTINUED
Beginning in January, the GRO discount will no longer
be honored at Galter, as announced in our September
newsletter. Galter Life Center has made the decision to
discontinue the GRO membership discount benefit.
Originally, this benefit was made accessible to GRO as a
way to increase Galter memberships. Now that they are
at (or near) capacity, Galter has determined it is no longer
mutually beneficial to continue the GRO membership
discount.
Although we’re disappointed not to be able to continue
offering this membership benefit, Galter does offer other
discounts, such as the Duet Membership and the annual
pre-pay. We encourage you to check out these other options being made available.

Pannenkoeken Cafe is located at 4757 N. Western,
just south of Lawrence. The cafe is open Monday
through Friday 6 a.m.-3 p.m., weekends 8 a.m.- 3 p.m.
773-769-8800. www.pannenkoekencafe.com
Amy Current

This month’s editor is
Sara Spitz
I’m down the street or
around the corner.
Tell me your story, and together
we’ll write the next chapter!

Chuck Woodring
Agent
773-418-1822
chuck@saffronrealtygroup.com

AllStar Carpet Care LLC
773.728.7705
in GRO area for 15 years

Want to be kept
up-to-date
on what’s going on in
GRO?
Visit our website at
www.greaterrockwell.org
and remember to sign up
for E-GRO neighborhood
e-mail announcements.

December Calendar
3

Monday, 7 p.m. Horner Park Advisory Council. Horner Park Fieldhouse, Montrose &
California
4 Tuesday, 7:30 p.m. GRO Monthly Meeting. Luther Memorial Church, Campbell &
Wilson
10 Monday, 6 p.m. Gross Park Advisory Council. Gross Park Fieldhouse, Lawrence &
Washtenaw
22 Winter Solstice - Days start getting longer (very slowly)
25 Tuesday , Christmas
31 Monday, New Year’s Eve

January Calendar
1
7
8
21
22

Monday, New Year’s Day
Monday, 7 p.m. Horner Park Advisory Council. Horner Park Fieldhouse, Montrose &
California
Tuesday, 6 p.m. Gross Park Advisory Council. Gross Park Fieldhouse, Lawrence &
Washtenaw
Monday, 7:30 p.m. Manor Garden Club. Horner Park, 2741 W. Montrose Ave.
Martin Luther King, Jr.’s Birthday observed
Tuesday, 7 p.m. 19th District CAPS beat meeting. Kindred Hospital , Rockwell & Montrose. top
floor.

								
									

New member ____

Renewal ____

GRO MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Name ___________________________________________

Address ________________________________

Home Tel. ____________ Work Tel. ______________ E-mail ________________ Occupation ___________
Categories (circle one): Individual $20
Business $20

Family $30

Senior (65+)$10

Senior Family $15

Sustaining $50

Friends of GRO $20 (living outside GRO service area)

I’m adding $5 $____ for the Corner Gardens
I would like to see GRO address the following issues:

I would like to participate in the following committees (please circle):
Fundraising/Special Events Member Services/Welcome Newsletter Public Safety
Streetscape/Beautification Streetscape/Greening Urban Development
Make your check payable to GRO and bring it a meeting, drop it off at Ruff Haus Pets, 4652 N. Rockwell
(just north of the el tracks), or mail it to GRO Membership. P.O. Box 25561, Chicago IL 60625-0561

